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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiad, v. 1. 
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[From the Evangelical Mayazine.} 
ORTHODOX SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
Valley of the Mississippi. 

Ihave during some time past, be- 
held with trembling anxiety, the vigo- 
rous efforts which the self-styled or- 
thodox of the day are making to ag- 
grandize themselves, and to grasp the 
political power of our country. 

These aspiring deinagogucs are well 
aware of the fact, that money is power; 
consequently, every method that inge- 
nuity can invent, or the most insatiate 
avarice can suggest, is brought in full 
requisition, to draw money from the 
pockets of the people. 

Notwithstanding the cry of “no 
danger,’ which many liberal christians 
are disposed to raise, yet for my hum- 
ble self, | believe there is danger.— 
When I take a view of our country, 
and see what enormous sums are al- 
ready in the hands and under the con- 
trol of the c+«rgy—the ery of “ give, 
give,’ constantly sounding from the 
pulpit, and reiterated in every tract, 
pamplict, and newspaper, with which 
eur country is inundated—whlen I see 
ail this, and the people still pouring 
out profusely their golden treasures at 
their feet, | tremble for the liberties of 
America—I fear that those cliains 
which are now forging, will be riveted 
upon us—I tremble lest our civil and 
veligious liberties will be trampled un- 
der foot, by a set of aspiring ecclesias- 
fics. From no quarter do I apprehend 
greater danger, than from that potent 
engine, denominated, * The Aimerican 
Sunday School Union.” 

The managers of this machine are 
aware that, “ just as the twig is bent, 
the tree's inclined.” 1 know that these 
schools are said not to be sectarian; 
and that their sole object is to teach 
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But facts, stubbern facts, 
warrant the conclusion, that they are 
exclusively sectarian, al} that is said to 
the contrary notwithstanding. A liberal 
teacher they will net have. No; they 
must be of the exclusive orthodox 
stamp, in order to arrive at the high 
honor of a teacher. The questions 
are all artfully cut and shaped to the 
orthodox pattern; and wo to the un- 
lucky urehin who gives a different an- 
swer. We say then that this institution 
is sectarian; and the facts above stated 
area sufficient proof of what we assert. 
So notorious is the above fact, that li- 
beral minded men are beginning to 
withdraw their patronage. The mana- 
gers seem to have been aware that 
they- have shown the cloven foot, in 
this part of God's heritage; and that 
the redeeming spirit of inquiry which 
was abroad would check their progress 
in this quarter. Accordingly, at the last 
Annual Meeting, the * Valley of the 
Mississippi’’ was selected as the scene 
of their future depradations. "The fol- 
lowing resolve was passed:— 


“ That the American Sunday Schoot 
Union, in reliance upon divine ald, 
will, within two years, establish a Sun- 
day Schvol in every destitute piace, 
where it is praticable, throughout the 
Valley of the Mississippi.” 


No sooner had this resolve passed, 
than the cry of help! help! for God's 
sake, money! was raised. A meeting 
was called in Philadelphia, and the 
round sum of $20,000 was “ raised on 
thé spot.” In New York a similar 
meeting was convened, and $14,000 
raised in that city, besides pledges for 
the support of a great number of 
schools. Here is $20,000 in Philadel- 
phia, and $14,000 m New York. wirtch 
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makes $54,000, and pledges which 
would probably swell the amount to 
$40,000, and all this accomplished in 
the short space of two weeks. Let 
those who think there is “no danger,” 
think of these things. Let them re- 
member that a set of men with such 
means of obtaining money, can accom- 
plish almost any thing. What will be 
the fate of the people in that devoted 
region, God only knows. A host of 
clerical beggars—of wolves in sheep's 
clothing—are to be let loose upon 
them. and Calvinism with all its frosty 
honors, will undoubtedly reign predo- 
minant. 

I will now invite the attention of the 
eandid reader, for a moment, to some 
admissions and statements which have 
been made by the orthodox themselves 
upon this subject. At the meeting 
held in New York, June 9, the Rev. 
Dr. Rice, of Virginia, made the fol- 
lowing statement:—* | beg lexve here 
to remark, that the object of this reso- 
lution does not embrace one atom of 
sectarian feeling.”’ Here is the very 
pretence that has always been set up 
in the incipient stages of all their ima- 
neuvres. ‘This is a cunningly devised 
artifice, designed to entrap the unwary 
and obtain money. 

When the Missionary Societies were 
started, the same plea was heard. And 
equally true was this of the American 
Bible Society; and so on, to the end 
of the chapter (if the chapter ever 
comes to an end.) Yet these are now 
generally regarded as sectarian insti- 
tutions, and several denominations 
which first engaged in them, have 
withdrawn their support. This pre- 
tence has never been made with truth, 
in relation to any of these societies; 
they are all sectarian to the core, the 
Sunday School Union particularly so. 
At the meeting above noticed, Rev. 
Mr. Young. of Kentucky, alluded to 
the necessity of establishing libraries, 
in connexion with the schools. Query: 
What shall these libraries be filled with? 
Will ye admit books that are pot strict- 
ly orthodox? No one believes it. Away 





then with the shallow pretence that 
is not a sectarian project. 

| But the Rev. Mr. Patten of New ' 
York, has finally unravelled the whole 
mystery, and it now appears perfectly 
evident, that the great reason why 
these good souls are so anxious to es- 
tablish Sunday Schools in the Valley of 
the Mississippi, is, because they expect 
there will be power there at some {u- 
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ture period. 


Hear the Rev. Mr. Patten. “ [y 
twenty years the western states will 
control the country and give laws to 
the whole land.” 


When the sectarian character of 
these schools is taken into considera- 
tion, it will appear evident, that they 
wish to make Calvinists of the chil- 
dren, that in twenty years they may 
“control the country, and give laws 
to the whole land.’’ ‘This is in per- 
fect accordance with their statement, 
that in “twenty years the political 
power of our country would be in the 
hands of men, whose characters have 
been formed under the influence of 
Sunday Schools.” 


Should any one now doubt that their 
object is to obtain power, I will cite 
him in add:tion to the above, the words 
of the Hon. Theodore é’relinghuysen, 
delivered at a similar meeting in New 
York. He “called on his fellow citt- 
zens as patriots, as philanthropists, as 
christians, to aid in a cause of pre-em)- 
nent excellence; a cause whose object 
was to elevate the moral and intellec- 
tual character of those, who, in halfa 
century at least, would become the 
rulers of the land.” 

There it is again, by “ elevating the 
moral and intellectual character,” Mr. 
F. undoubtedly meant, making Calvin- 
ists, as he is a rigid Calvinist himself, 
and would measure the “ elevation” of 
all ‘moral characters,’’ by his oW® 
standard. Establish Sunday Schools 
in every town, and the rising genera- 
tion will be orthodox. In fifty years 
they will be the rulers of the land.— 



























Ergo. The rulers of the land will be 
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orthodox. Whoso readeth let him un- 
derstand. [. D. Winetamson. 
Albany, N. Y. 


TITHES CONTENDED FOR!! 
[From the Boston Christian Herald. ] 


What proportion of our Income are 
we bound to bestow for the support of 
Divine Institutions? 


That we are required to do some- 
thing for benevolent and religious ob- 
jects, must be evident to-every refleci- 
ing christian. What proportion of our 
possessions we ought to devote to this 
eause, is not quite so clear to all.— 
Many suppose that this is left to every 
person’s conscience, unaided by any 
general rules. But conscience judges 
only in view of evidence. If then, 
there be no duty, it is not conscience 
but feeling, which decides; but if there 
be duty, then they may be examined 
and generalized, and thus rules may be 
formed which conscience will approve. 
Let us turn to the volume of inspira- 
tion to learn our duty. 

from the history of the patriarchs, 
we find, that Abel, Noah, Abraham, 
and Jacob devoted part of their goods 
to this cause. What proportion the two 
former devoted we are not informed. 
But, when Abraham returned from the 
slaughter of the kings, he gave to the 
Priest of the Most High God tithes of 
all. And when Jacob consecrated him- 
self to God at Bethel, he said, ** And 
of all that thou shalt give me, I will 
surely give the tenth unto thee.” 
These facts, it is true, do not settle 
this great question, but they are co- 
incidences well worthy our attention, 
and may be great aid to our investiga- 
tion in the sequel. 

Under the Mosaic Dispensation, at 
least one tenth of all the income of the 
people was required for this end. 
Such had been the provision for the 
support of religion under the Patriar- 
ehal and Jewish Dispensations, when 
Christ gave commandment to his dis- 








But neither he nor his apostles have 
given us any explicit rule concerning 
the amount to be consecrated for this 
end. ‘They have clearly shown that it 
is the duty of all to do something, that 
the gospel should be supported—-and 
that those who preach, “should live 
of the gospel,”’ “ and give attention to 
reading, to exhortation, and to doc- 
trine.’’ But all this does not settle the 
question. True, every christian’s heart 
says,—* All my possessions are the 


| Lord’s: but the spirit of this question 


is, What proportion of these does he 
now call on us to refund ?”’ Now if the 
nature, considerations, and circum- 
stances of the command, * Preach the 
gospel to every creature,” explain its 
extent, then, though we have no ex- 
plicit direction, yet we have an explicit 
answer to this important question. 
The nature of this command requi- 
red a vast: extension of religious enter- 
prise——until it was given, all this was 
confined to the Jews. Even when 
Christ sent forth the twelve, he com- 
manded them, saying, ** Go not into 
the way of the Gentiles, and into any 
city of the Samaritans enter ye not.” 
But when the dispensation was chan- 
ged, the field was made the whole 
world; the sphere of appropriate reli- 
gious effort was enlarged many hun- 
dred fold, terminating in nothing less 
than teaching every human creature 
every christian doctrine and duty. 
Again, under what circumstances 
was this command first announced te 
the disciples? It was given to those 
who had always known it their duty to 
consecrate a tenth of their income for 
the support of religion; and could they 
suppose, and can we suppose, that this 
creat command and its overwhelming 
considerations, made the duty of the 
children of God less than it was be- 
fore? The nature, considerations, and 
circumstances of this command, then, 
do explain its extent, so far as to show 
that ebristians may not do less than did 
the Jews for the cause of God. 





eiples, Go ye into all the world and 
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preach the gospel to every creature.” 
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This obligation then rests upon al- 
most precisely the same ground as dees. 
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that to keep the Christian Sabbath.— 
The Sabbath was given to the Patri- 
archs, required of the Jews, recogni- 
zed by the primitive christians, and no 
reason can be given why it should be 
abolished—The duty of tithing was 
practised by at least some of the Pa- 
triarchs, required of the Jews, there 
is reason to suppose that some of the 
apostolical christians did less, and no 
reason can be given why we should 
pot be required to do as much as were 
the Jews. Why should ciristians do 
less for God than did the Patriarchs 
and Jews? Is the tenth of the income 
too much, for the support of the Gos- 
pel? Who will say that the tenth of 
the income of all Christendom cannot 
be well applied for the support of the 
Gospel, when, at the close of eighteen 
centuries since the gospel commission, 
at least 600,000,000 are going down 
to death, without the knowledge of the 
only way of life! Does this system go 
beyond the ability of christians? What 
God requires* is not too much. No 
people were ever iunpoverished by 
obeying Him who keef$ tie store- 
houses of Heaven. While the Jews 
paid one tenth of their income exclu- 
sively for the support of Religion, no 
nation had equal prosperity: but when 
they withheld what God required, he 
sent them a grievous famine. 

Can we be said to live devoted to 
God, unless we are willing to con- 
secrate oue teuth of our income to his 
eause?} The Heathen will continue 


such, generation afier generation of! 


them will perish for lack of knowledye, 
and Christian ordinances will cease 
even in Christian lands, if God’s chil- 
dren are content with mere inactive 
piety, and coldly say, “ Be ye warmed ' 





* It seems then, according to this writer, 
that God actually requires a tenth of the 
income of all Christendom to be given to 
corrupt priests; for the true ministers of 
Christ want none of it, nor would they re- 
ceive it.—E£d. Ref. 





tT Is giving money to a corrupt priest- 
hood conseerating it to the cause of God? | 


Od. Ke. 
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and filled.” We way plead poverty 
but we need no more fear to impart at 
Gou’s cull, than the husbandian dovg | 
to cast the seed into the earth. Wo 
‘nay plead the wants of dependent jy. 
unlies, but we cannot benefit them by 
withholding what God requires, 

Moreover, who could not retrench 
'a tenth of his expenses, if that would be 
the instrument of saving a soul? If we 
withhold what God requires, we ought 
then to reflect at every expenditure for 
dress, Equipage, amusement, or any 
thing beyond the simple necessaries of 
lite, that these luxuries are the price 
of souls. Who that bas a conscience, 
can despise a person for retrenching 
his expenses, uf that be his only means 
of saving his fellow creatures from 
eternal death? But it is not certain 
that he would long be obliged to re- 
trench from his living. ‘The windows 
of divine Providence might soon pour 
a blessing on his stores. 

Can it be, that the christian dispen- 
sation lessened the sum to be devoted 
to God, abrogated all rule, and left it 
to every one’s unaided conscience, to 
say what he should do for the cause of 
religion. What work have such con- 
sciences made of the command— 
“Preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture!” How many, who have profess 
edly consecrated their all to God, have 
been told by their consciences to keep 
it all, or nearly all, until he should want 
it more! ‘They have been faithful stew- 
ards for God, have kept all his goods, 
transmitted them all to their children, 
as successors in the stewards office, and 
taught them faithfully, by parental ex- 
ample, not to let him chuck too much 
into his own treasury! How can it be, 
that the Bible is a perfect rule of duty, 
and still aflords no criterion by which 
we can determine what we ouglit to 
do fur the support of religion. 





REFLECTIONS. 
What mighty and glorious conse 
quences would follow, should a tenth 





of the income of christian countries 


# be judiciously applied for the support 
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of true religion.* What a host of am- 

bassadors would go forth for God.—| 
Then would appear the angel, flying! 
in the midst of heaven, having the ever- 
lusting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth—saying with a loud 
voice, Pear God, and give glory to 
Him, for the hour of his judgment is 
come. Then great events will be ac- 
coinplished; ** Zion will arise and shine; 
the silver and the gold are the Lord's; 
and the wealth of the sinner is laid up 
for the just.”” The work will be done. 
Will we obey God's commands, and 






























hasten on his glorious day, or disobey, 
and answer it to the Judge of quick 
and dead? 


[From the Christian Intelligencer. } 
SMALL BUSINESS. 

Mr. John U. Parsons, a student in 
the Theological Seminary, Andover, | 
who has been travelling of late in 
Maine, begging money for the Ame- 
rican Bible Society, tells the following 
story, without manifesting any symp- 
toms of shame, for the purpose of 
showing the interest which many of 
the poor “‘Jaboring class of the com- 
munity”? take in the schemes of the 
day. We copy it from the last Mirror. 


“One man,” says the agent, ‘* who earns 
his bread by the sweat of his brow, request- 
ed me to call in the morning and receive 
his subscription. He and his son (a lad) had 
subscribed enough to purchase twelve Bi- 
bles. He had gone, when I called, to his 
labor; but the money was ready. As I sat 
down to credit his beneficence, there came 
in a group of blooming children, from the 
blushing girl of twelve, to the tottering, 
lisping child, and emptied their little 
purses on the table for the Treasury of 
the Lord. Could Hume or Voltaire have 
witnessed the heavenly joy that sparkled 
in their eyes, when I told them that they 
had given almost enough to send two Tes- 
taments to two poor families, who never 
saw it, they would have abhorred their 
own malevolence in attempting to tear 
away such blessed consolation from the 
hearts of men.” | 

















It may be a great “consolation” to 





* The writer should have said priestcraft 
instead of true religion, for true religion 
connot be promoted by money.—Ea. Ref. 


such “ men” as Vir. Parsons to grasp 
up and put in their pockets the scan- 
ty contents of the “little purses’’ of 
the “blushing girl of twelve, to the 
tottering, lisping child;”’ but had Vol- 
taire or Hume been present at such a 
transaction as this, we doubt not he 
would have gone away more convinced 
than ever of the avariciousness of the 
clergy and their real disadvantage to 
the world. If he believed christianity 
sanctified such conduct, he would have 
raised his voice like seven thunders 
against the whole scheme, as a decep- 
tion of the most sordid and contemp- 
tible kind. We pity the man who can 
make a public boast of such exploits 
as that proudly related above. 








[From the New Haven Columbian Register. } 
No. }. 

CHRISTIAN PARTY IN POLITICS. 

It has long been apprehended by 
many good men, who are somewhat 
conversant with the history of imposi- 
tion, that the great enterprizes of mo- 
dern benevolence, as they are called, 
would end in some wicked attempt 
upon the civil rights of the community. 
It was not however expected that the 
crafty movers of these great engines 
would disclose their objects, till the 
chains were ready-forged and the hu- 
iniliated victims prepared to put thein 
on. It is a merciful provision in the 
order of Providence, thet no great as- 
sociations for evil purposes, are ever 
composed of men who are, all of them, 
wise, sagacious, and discreet. Most 
happily for our country at this junc- 
ture, a kind Providence has raised up 
the Rev. Ezra Styles Ely, and placed 
him in a conspicuous station, that his 
impatient zeal may betray, and thus, 
as we sincerely hope, defeat the ma- 
chinations of his subtle associates.— 
Some time ago, he publicly urged the 
formation of a “ Christian party in Po- 
litics,”” to be organized through the 
instrumentality, chiefly, of Sabbath 
Schools—thus poisoning in the very 
fountain, the blessed stream of light 
and religion. Lately he has been avt- 
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ed the question distinctly, what his de- 
signs upon the ervil rights of the com- 
munity are: and he has given his an- 
swer with some degree of frankness. 
Considering him as answering not only 
for himself, but for his Rev. brethren, 
we have reason to tremble for ourselves 
and our posterity. 

There is one principle, advocated 
by Dr. Ely, which [ had supposed was 
confined wholly to the ** Legitimates”’ 
of Europe, and the “ Holy Alliance;”’ 
that is, that the people have no righis, 
except such as are conferred on them 
by the government. This is said, to be 


sure. in reference to the admission of; 


a certain portion of the community to 
testify in a court of justice. 

But is it so, that we have no rights 
except such as are conferred by some 
constitution or statute? Our Declara- 
tin of Independence (once maintained 
by blood, and I fear, must some time 
or other be so again) speaks a language 
directly the reverse. * We hold these 
truths to be self-evident; that all men 
are created equal; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creator,” (not by 
Kings, nor by Priests, nor by any re- 
ligious sect) * with certain unalienable 
rights; that among these, are life, li- 
berty, and the pursuit of happiness.— 
That to secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deri- 
ving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed.”’ Government derives 
its powers from the people; but the 
people derive neither power nor rights 
from the government—this is the foun- 
dation of liberty. But Dr. Ely’s doc- 
trine, that what rights we have are 
conferred by the government, is the 
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SSS 
is executed—the host of plundered 
wretches, with their wives and chil. 
dren, are turned houseless, pennyless 
and naked into the wide world—they 
demand restitution of their property 
and homes—and Dr. Ely and his 
* Christian party” tell them: “ We 
know not of any constitution of a state 
government, or of the national govern- 
ment, which confers the civil right on 
any Quaker, Jew, Catholic, Unitarian, 
Infidel or Episcopalian, to hold pro- 
perty. We have not injured you by 

' We cannot deprive 
men of civil rights which they never 
had.”’ This is }>r. Ely’s own jonguage; 
and this is a fiir example of the appli- 
cation of his monstrous doctrine. Now 
I say, when a million and a half of 
men are combining or are already 
combined. (under the pretext of bene- 








foundation of despotism, and is indeed, 
a proper basis of that dominion of the 
“Christian party,” which he and others 
are laboring so strenuously to erect. 
Let us suppose this party placed in 
power, and filling the offices of the 
national and state governments. A 
law is passed confiscating for the use 
of Sunday Schools, all the property of 
Quakers, Jews, Catholics, Unitarians, 
Infidels and Episcopaliams—the law 





volent and pious objects) into Mis- 
sionary, Bible, and Education Socie- 
ties, with the avowed intention of * en- 
deavoring to get the government of the 
nation into their hands,” (these are 
Dr. Ely’s words) and to rule upon the 
principle laid down by him, | am filled 
with amazement and terror. 

But is this their design? We have 
Dr. Ely’s word for it, that it is. ‘That 
my readers, however, may see for them- 
selves, and that the Dr. may be fairly 
heard, I shall in my next number, trao- 
scribe a portion of his letter. 

Rocer WILiians. 





{From the same.} 
No. 2. 
CHRISTIAN PARTY IN POLITICS, 
The following is an extract from 








Dr. Ely’s letter. 

“The different denominations of 
Presbyterians in the United States 
contain at least half a million of legal 
voters; who ought to come into the 
field, armed with votes for men of 
known integrity, and men friendly to 
Christianity. The Methodists and 
Baptists are each of nearly the same 
political strength: for half the millions — 


‘of population in our union are connect 


ed with these three denominations of 
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professing Christians, and not one im- 
moral man, not one Infidel, not one 
Universalist in the Union has any civil 
right to expect or demand the suffrage 
of one of thei, so long as they judge 
it will best conduce to the public good 
tor them to support different characters 
by their suffrages. About 12,000,000 
of persons in our country will decease 
in the course of 30 years; and of course 
nearly 4,000,000 in ten years. In the 
s:me ten years at least one third of all 
the legal electors of the country will 
have become of age to vote in elections, 
and of these a large portion will have 
experienced all the moral and benign 
effects of Sabbath Schools. Under the 
influence of moral and religious prin- 
ciples forined in Sabbath Schools chey 
will regulate their political conduct.— 
It is highly probable, therefore, that in 
ten years the blessed result of our Sab- 
bath Schools will be, to exclude, law- 
fully, and constitutionally, wicked and 
anprincipled men from offices, by the 


calculable danger, and of the most stu- 
pendous iniquity. 

1. Who are the persons that are to 
constitute this “ Christian party in po- 
litics The Dr. calls them * Chris- 
tians of all denominations,” “ orthodox 
Christians,” * the orthodox,” “ ortho- 
dox men.” 

2. By what means they are to be 
organized and strengthened. Sabbath 
Schools are the principal rendezvous 
where the young conscripts are to be 
drilled, and “taucht to regulate their 
political conduct.’’ Look a moment 
at this grand machine. An auxiliary 
Sunday School Union is formed in 
every little society and parish in the 
United States; and all these are con- 
nected with the head or centre at Phi- 
ladelphia, where are published the 
books that are to be used in all these 
schools, either for instruction or for 
libraries, or for rewards of merit: and 
whence issue the regulations which 
are to govern the whole machine.— 
























refusal on the part of the people to 
elect them. This is a consummation 
most devoutly to be wished by all good 
men, who love their country. The or- 
thodox are endeavoring to get the go- 
vernment of the nation into their hands. 
it is true, by endeavoring through the 
power of truth to make all their fellow 
citizens men of moral and religious 
character.” 

At the first reading, and without 
careful attention, all this may appear 
to be very fair, and very innocent and 
proper. A second reading and close 
examination will reveal the deadly na- 
ture of the project. The best view of 
the Dr’s design will be had, by pre- 
senting its prominent features in some 
natural order. I shal] therefore endea- 
vor to ascertain—who are the persons 
that are to constitute this “* Christian 
party in politics”’—by what means they 
are to be organized and strengthened— 
what they are to do—what persons they 
are to vote for—and on what principles 
their government is to be administered: 
and it will then, I trust, be clear to every 


| These books are filled with anecdotes, 
‘small stories, and pretended histories, 
designed to imprint upon the youthful 
mind the doctrine, that liberal contri- 
bution to benevolent objects, (as they 
are styled) is the only road to salva- 
tion—that eternal death is to be their 
portion, if they withhold their ** sub- 
stance”’ from the “ help of the Lord.” 
it is thus the rising generation is to be 
educated for the purposes of revenue. 
Through the same medium, (books is- 
sued by the leaders at Philadelphia) 
the whole body of youth is to be mould- 
ed into subserviency to the political 
designs of the “Christian party.” I 
shall resume these topics hére:fter, for 
their importance is such that they will 
merit a very particular consideration. 

3. What the “ Christian party”’ are 
to do. This is expressed in few words 
—* they are to come into the field arm- 
ed with votes.” 

4, What persons they are to vote 
for. These are variously described by 
the Dr. negatively as well as aflirma- 
tively. ‘ Men of known integrity and 








man, that the whole is a scheme of in- 








men friendly to Christianity” are te be 
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elected, but “ not one immoral man, 
not one Infidel, not one Universalist,”’ 
nor any “wicked and unprincipled 
men.” 

There are two tests of eligibility to 
office here set up—conduct and opt- 
nions. | know not that any body will 
question the propriety of the test first 
named—that is, conduct. It is, I be- 
lieve, universally admitted, in theory at 
least, that men of ** bad moral charac- 
ter,”’ ** dishonest,’ **immoral,”’ are 
unsuitable candidates for office. And 
we have great reason to regret and to 
deplore the infituation of Dr. Ely’s 
« Christian party,’ who always over- 
look or disregard this wnexceptionable 
test, and are governed exclusirely by 
the other—opinions. Even Dr. Ely 
acknowledges that a good man, unless 
he belongs to a truly religious denomi- 
nation, is not to be elected. This is 
certainly implied in his question:— 
* And ought we not to choose any 
good man, of any truly religious deno- 
mination, in preference to a bad man?”’ 
Why did he not say any good man, in 
preference to a bad man, whether he 
belonged to any particular religious 
denomination or not? That would not 
answer his purpose; the essential quali- 
fication (and of that we complain) is, 
that good or bad, he must belong to 
some truly religious denomination— 
must be a Presbyterian, Methodist, or 
Baptist. 

In respect to this latter test—a man’s 
opinions or profession—nothing can 
be more unsafe or dangerous. And 
the very circumstance that the Dr. 
should set up the principle of exclu- 
sion from eivil office on account of re- 
ligious opinions, proves that his whole 
scheme is “conceived in sin and 
brought forth in iniquity.’? Opinions! 
How are we to know a man’s opinions? 
They are not, like his conduct, visible 
to the sight, and present to observa- 
tion. They are known only to bim 
“who trieth the reins and searcheth 
the heart.” If misrepresented, the 
public cannot be undeceived, but by 
fis own declaration. And who will 








—— 


be convinced by such evidence? Whe 
is there that might not, and would not, 
be hunted down by the cry—Infidel! 
Universalist! Episcopalian! And what 
is the remedy? His own professions— 
the cloak of the hypocrite to cover his 
wickedness, 

In fact, then, Dr. Ely's test will be 
simply this—you are to vote fur ne 
man but a professor of religion, and 
he must be either a Presbyterian, a 
Methodist, or a Baptist. Let this rule 
| be adopted, and what a goodly manu- 
facture of hypocrisy we should have! 
“Tleritics, drunkards and blasphe- 
mers,’ the “immoral” and * disho- 
nest’ have only to profess the Pres- 
byterian, Methodist or Baptist religion, 
and the way to office is immediately 
ja open; the million and a half of the 
“Christian party,’’ “come into the 
field armed with votes” for this * friend 
to Christianity,’ and he becomes our 
Senator, our Governor, our President; 
“just, ruling in the fear of the Lord.” 

5. On what principles is their go- 
vernment to be administered? The 
Dr. has told us—the people hare no 
rights but what are conferred by the 
| government. | have passed the proper 
limits of a newspaper communication, 
‘and shall not dwell on this subject in 
the present number; but shall close 
with a single remark. It is not the 
least alarming circumstance attending 
this project, that it was designed to be 
conducted in secret; it was to have 
been the result of the * mental deter- 
mination” (a choice expression for 
conspiracy) of the individuals of the 
party. They were not to come out 
boldly and avow their object, but to 
keep it wrapped up in their own bo- 
soms, till we should see and be as 
tounded at its effects at the polls. But 
Dr: Ely, much as he has disclosed to 
us, has not told us all. We know by 
our own observation, that this “ mental 
determination’ has been extended, not 
merely to exclude those who are not 
“orthodox” from office, but to cut 
them off even from the common busi- 
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ghanic has lost his customers, the law- 
yer his clients, the printer his adver- 
tisements, through the operation of 
these secret “ mental determinations,” 
that no man shall receive countenance 
or support from his fellow men, unless 
be thinks as they think, and professes 
as they profess—unless he leads his 
gonscience, his character, his time 
and his money to the schemes of this 
“ Christian party in Politics.” 

Rocer WiLLtaMs. 



































AT IT AGAIN. 


The General Conference of [the 
Congregational Clergy of] Maine, (so 
says the Connecticut Observer) at its 
late session, voted to recommend that 
petitions CONTINUE fo be presented to 
the National Legislature, asking the 
repeal of any laws requiring the trans- 
portation of Mails and opening the 
Post Offices on the Sabbath, untrn 
the existing enactments on the subject 
are abolished. [ Priestcraft Unmasked. 


STOPPING THE MAIL. 


As the petitions for stopping the Mail 
on Sunday are undoubtedly again to be 
renewed at the next session of Congress, 
we give below the proceedings of a meet- 
ing held in the town of Pulaski, Tennes- 
see, in February last, in which will be 
seen the spirited and determined manner 
with which the endeavors to unite Church 
and State in this country will be met by 
the friends of liberty in that section of the 
Union. We had preserved the article in 
order to lay it before our readers in case 
circumstances should require it, by a re- 
newal of petitions for stopping the Mail. 
A renewal of these petitions, it appears, 
will ere long be commenced; and they 
have told us publicly, that their efforts 
for stopping the Mail shall know of no 
termination but success. 


[From the Western Mercury. } 
SUNDAY MAILS. 

Ata meeting of about three hundred 
of the citizens of Giles County, con- 
vened according to a previous notice, 
in the town of Pulaski, on the 22nd 
day of February, 1830, to memoralize 
Congress against further legislation on 





the subject of the transportation of the 
Mail on the Sabhath— 

Major John Clark was called to the 
Chair, and Charles C. Abernathy ap- 
pointed Secretary. 

The object of the meeting having 
been stated from the Chair, and that 
| part of the Rev. John Leland’s letter 
to Col. R. M. Johnson, which relates 
more immediately to stopping the Mail 
on Sunday, having been read by Joha 
II. Rivers, Esq. on motion, a commit- 
tee consisting of John Mimms, Esq. 
Col. A. M. M. Upshaw and John H. 
Rivers, Esq. was appointed by the 
Chairman, to prepare a memorial ex- 
pressive of the sense of this meeting 
on the above subject; who, having re- 
tired for a short time, reported the fo}- 
lowing Memorial, which after having 
been read and recommended to the 
meeting, by John Mimms, Fisq. in one 
of his happiest efforts, was unanimous: 
ly adopted. 





MEMORIAL 


To the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of Amer- 
ica in Congress assembled. 


Your Memorialists have long viewed 
the institution of clerical societies, un- 
der different names, in every section 
of our country, with regret and alarin. 

Before they were organized and be- 
came active, the public mind wes at 
jrest; the great body of the people 
were ardently attached to the princi- 
ples of civil and religious liberty, and 
never expected to be charged with in- 
fidelity, because their federal rulers did 
not sanction the ambitious projects, ot 
establish the favorite doctrines of any 
religious denomination. 

Your Memorialists feel no hesitation 
lin attributing the simultaneous and in- 
sidious attempt made at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, to have the trans- 
portation of the Mail on Sundays stop- 
| ped by law, to the secret and ethcient 
rulers of these societies. 
Your Memorialists will not inquire 
into abstracted theories of government, 
lor make any comments on our exogt 
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lent constitution; they do not consider | 
themselves qualified to instruct your | 
honorable body, or to give an elabo- 
rate narrative of clerical usurpations 
and atrocities. 

Your Memorialists expected until 
lately, very lately they confess, that the 
able and luminous report, published by 
your immediate predecessors, against 
levislating on religious subjects, and 
the general indignation expressed by 
an insulted people, at the attempt al- 
ready mentioned, would have prevent- 
ed all applications of a similar kind, at 
least for many years, if not forever. 

Your Memorialists deem all details 
unnecessary and superfluous—they be- | 
lieve that a plan has been deliberately 
formed, and is systematically pursued, 
to eflect an union of Church and State. 





They cannot believe even for a mo- 
ment. that your honorable body will 
depart fram the course pursued by the | 
fathers of our country, and exercise a 
power expressly retained by the people. 

Your Memorialists are above all du- 
plicity, or pretended moderation; they 
know their rights, and are resolved to 
defend them, peaceably, if they can! 
forcibly, if they must! They would 
consider the establishment of any reli- 
gious denomination by law, a dissolu- 
tion of the social compact, and should 
this event ever take place, millions yet | 
unborn may deplore the fatal and dis- 
astrous consequences. 

Whereupon the following resolutions 
Were unanimously adopted, and the 
meeting adjourned: 

Resolved, Tliat the Memorial adopt- 
ed by this meeting, be signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary and forward- 
ed to our Representative in Congress, 
with a request that he lay it before that 
body. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of 
this meeting be transmitted to the Edi- 
tor of the Nashville Republican, with 
a request that he insert them in his 
paper. 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of 
this meeting, that the extraordinary 





efforts new making to prevail ever 
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Congress to enter upon a course of 
religious legislation, call for a gencra| 
expression of public sentiment on that 
subject. 


‘. 
—————— 


[From the Mechanics’ Free Press.} 
‘All should be prophets to themselves; 


foresee 
Their future fate; their future fate fore. 
taste.”’ Youne. 


Messrs. Editors—Being a citizen 
of the United States, and living, as | 
conceive, under a constitution, whick 
guarantees to every individual the right, 
not only of investigating every measure 
affecting in any degree, the safety and 
well-being of the community—but also, 
of expressing, in a becoming manner, 
his views in relation thereto, | avail 
myself of the present opportunity of 
noticing an address, delivered by Mr. 
Frelinghuysen, at the Masonic Hall, 
New York, June 2ist, and published 
in the American Sentinel of the 30th 
inst. So foreitbly was [ struck with 
the general tenor of the address allu- 
ded to, and so clear did the unavoida- 
ble inference to be drawn therefrom, 
appear to me, that every doubt of the 
tendency of School School Union pro- 
ceedings, to curtail, and if successful, 
to prostrate liberty of conscience, was 
removed. 

The establishment of Sunday Schools 
in the Valley of the Mississippi, was 
the main subject matter of the address. 
And the grand reason which he ad- 
vances for the concern and liberality 
which the subject has attracted, is 
“the influence which it,” (the Valley 
of the Mississippi) * will very soon ex- 
ert in the public councils of our coum 
try.” He says, ** Iadvert to the share 
that will soon be taken by the Valley 
of the Mississippi, in our NATIONAL 
coneerns.” He further says, “ Thi 
infant west is fast attaining to a giants 
dimensions; and its power will be tre- 
mendous, unless controlled by princr 
ple.” Is not the inference, then, clear 
and unequivocal, that the mam object 
of the Sunday School Union, 1s to 4 
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trol our NATIONAL CON@ERNS! 
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are at liberty to draw any inference at 
all, what other inference can be drawn 
from the language expressed? And is 
it so? Who is Mr. Frelinghuysen? He 
represents the Sunday School Union. 
And who, or what, is the Sunday School 
Union, that undertakes so vreat a task! 
as to control the ** national concerne.”’ 
So far as | have been able to ascertain, 
it isan institution nominally composed 
of different denominations of profess. 
ing Christians, but virtually managed 
by one. I believe it to have originated 
with ecclesiastics of a certain order, 









as 


mountains, who wanted instruction so 
lamentably as the orators who were 
then speaking. Frelinghuysen, of New 
Jersey, was one of the declaimers, and 
his reasons for western Sunday Schools 
were odd enough, * * * * * 
“ But, to be serious, what are we te 
think of the state of society in New 
York—in the commercial metropolis 
of the Union? Do her citizens really 
view the people of the west as an ig- 
norant, savage race, who require in- 
struction from them? If they really 



































and that the success of its operations 
and proceedings, is attributable to the 
indefatigable zeal, and untiring (or fi- 
nal) perseverence of that order. I have 
only now to add, if ever any body of 
men assuming to themselves a right, 
which they never can sustain, is per- 
mitted to control the **councils of our 
country, farewell to the liberty of con- 
science—furewell to republicanism— 
and a long farewell to the political 
happiness of mankind. <A Crrizen. 
[From the Louisville ( Ky.) Advertiser. } 


The following is an extract of a letter 
written by a distinguished citizen of Ken- 
tucky, to a merchant of this place. 


New York, June 22, 1830. 
“| attended last night a very large 
meeting, whose object was to establish, 
in two years, | think it was, seven thou- 
sand Sunday Schools, in the Valley of 
the Mississippi. It was, at least, enough 
to take in and instruct, in that way, 
fifty thousand children—the number 
stated to be destitute of such advan- 
tages on the western waters. Several 
speeches were made manifesting the 
most triumphant ignorance of every 
thing connected with the western 
states. I begged some gentleman pre- 
sent to send their instructors to us, 
and in great numbers, that we might 
instruct them, and send them back to 


the east some knowledge of the coun- 
try and state of society in the Valley 
ef the Mississippi. I assured them 


communicate to our fellow citizens of 


entertain such an opinion, it cannot 
be considered matter of surprise, that 
they viewed the Cherokees as an in- 
telligent and civilized people—for it 
would seem that they know less of the 
state of society in the Valley of the 
Mississippi, than is known by the Che- 
rokees, the Choctaws or Kickapoos, 
Instead of sending instructors to the 
west, they would act more wisely by 
sending to the west for instructors. 

* We do not wish to underrate the 
intelligence of the people of any state, 
vet we do not hesitate to assert, that 
the people of Kentucky are more in- 
telligent than those of New York.— 
And (we speak from observation) whea 
we say, our citizens generally are bet- 
ter educated than those of New York.” 


KEEPING SUNDAY. 


A late Boston paper speaks of two great 
evils—the first is that of “‘carrying around 
milk on Sundays, to supply families.” The 
writer says, ‘* The practice to me appears 
unnecessary, and a positive breach of the 
Sabbath.”* The other evil is that of ba- 
king bread and slaughtering cattle on the 
Sabbath for Monday’s sales. The writer 
observes:— 


« A baker, whose shop I entered on 





* Dr. Ely has given it as his opinion, 
that cows may be milked, and the milk 
carried to market on Sunday. He says he 
has a cellar twenty feet deep, but he can- 
not keep Saturday’s milk sweet for Sun- 
day’s use. The orthodox in Boston are 
at odds with the Doctor on this question. 
‘* Better,” says a writer in a Boston paper, 
“better let a family go without milk one 











there were few people west ef the 


























| day, than vielate the rest of the Sabbath.” 
{ Religious Inguirer. 
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the Lord's day, to remonstrate with 
him against keeping his shop open du- 
ring that sacred season, said, ‘ We 
must bake on Sundays; if we did not, 
we should lose all our customers; even 
ministers will have fresh bread on Mon- 
day mornings; and they know they cant 
have it, without it is baked on Sunday.” 
Let Christians take heed. When they 
go to market, or send to the bakers. 
Mondays, let them avoid buying fresh 
fish, or new bread, or any article that 
they have reason to believe was obtain- 
ed by violating the Sabbath.” 


The writer of the above would no doubt 
wish to be considered a saint of the first 
order, but the editor of this paper was 
brought up in New England, and he never 


knew one of those great sticklers for keep-| 


ing Sunday so very strict, that had a par- 
ticle of true religion, or that ever omitted 
an opportunity to take advantage of his 
neighbour. If such writers were half as 
particular in doing as they would be done 
unto, as they are about keeping Sunday, 
it would be more to their own credit, and 
they would much better subserve the in- 
terests of Christianity. Pharisees and hy- 
pocrites in these times are the same sort 
of characters that they were in our Sa- 
viour’s time. While they strain at a gnat 
they can swallow a camel; and in the midst 
of the greatest zeal for religion, they can 
show by their conduct that they are whol- 
ty destitute of integrity and moral honesty 
tewards their fellow beings. —£d. Ref. 





(From the Christian Intelligencer. } 
VALLEY OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 


A Resolution was passed lately by 
the American Sunday School Union. 
at its annnal meeting in New York, 
that within two years an orthodox 
Munday School shall be established in 
every town throughout the vast Valley 
of the Mississippi. We would believe, 
if we could, that this resolution was 
dictated by a serious and practical 
concern for the moral and religious 
welfare of our brethren in the West; 
but sentiments in connexion with this 
project. have been avowed, which put 
it out of our power to believe that the 
real design embraces any thing short 


of a sectarian and a political object. K yoke. 
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At that meeting, arguments in fayour 
of the resolution were used like the 
following: In the course of a few years 
the political destinies of the United 
States are to be swayed by the West. 
ern States. If WE ever hope to cop. 
trol those destinics we must seize jp 
advance upon the power which is te 
sway them. We must secure a per- 
manent influence over the Westerg 
States; and this we must do by going 
to the fountain head; we must begia 
with the rising generation; we must 
drill and disctpline the children and 
youth as soldiers in our “ christiaa 
party in politics."’ To do this, Sunday 
Schools must be established in every 
part of that immense Valley. The 
children must be brought under our 
tutelage and influence—we must give 
them an early and lasting inclination 
which shall serve our purposes. Py 
these means we may hope to secure 
the political control of the nation.— 
That this last is their grand and stea- 
dy aim we have no doubt whatever; 
and all their movements have an ulti- 
mate bearing on this “ consummatioa 
devoutly to be wished.” 

[t is curious—nay, it is alarming-- 
to see how well drilled and how uniet 
the Orthodox are in their plans ‘The 
leaders in New York say,—Sunday 
Schools shall be established in every 
town in the Western States, and im- 
mediately from Maine to Georgia the 
response is heard,—they shall be so 
established. At every meeting of the 
Orthodox in this quarter of late the 
burden of speech-imaking is, —** The 
Valley of the Mississippi’’-—* Let us 
secure the Valley of the Mississippl- 
Immense sums have already been rats 
ed for the political regeneration of that 
valley. Could our voice be heard, 26 
in some places it will be, in that val- 
ley, we would say to the freemen there 
the Religious Aristocracy of the East 
have desiyns against your civil and re- 
ligious liberties, and with double re 
fined Yankee cunning, are genre | 
the means of your subjection te th 
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BDUCATING YOUNG MEN FOR THE 
MINISTRY. 

[A correspondent in the Columbian Re- 
ister, makes the following observations, 
which we hope will not be without their 
effects upon some of the priest-ridden peo- 
ple of Connecticut, in which state the Zie- 
gister is printed. } 

“ What is the use of all this hue and 
cry for money to educate, support and 
qualify indigent young men for the mi- 
uistry? [t is said that God works by 
means, and this is very evident—but 
does he not choose his own means, 
and where in all the Bible, do we find, 
any mention of a‘ theological semsina-| 
ry’ ainongst them? Which of the apos- 
tles were ever engaged in levying con- 
wibutions to pay for an education which | 
was ‘to qualify young men for the mi- 
nistry !” 

“It is not my only apology for no- 
Ucing this subject, that this mode of 
making ministers is unauthorised. A} 
kirge fund will be accumulated and 
thousands of young men, tempted by 
the alluring offer of a life of ease and 
honor, will abandon the station which 
nature designed they should occupy, 
and fitted them to fulfil—our pulpits 
will be crowded with hirelings who 
would quit the profession at once if] 
their pay was withheld—preaching will 
be considered as a sort of trade, and 
religion itself will be viewed by the 
world only as a matter of priestcraft. 
“T have said that a large fund will 
be accumulated—is any thing more 
likely, when a mighty beggar comes 








the other, and vociferates—give and 
be saved—withhold and be damned! 
All that is wanting is to make his audi- 
ence believe him, and the golden tide 
will flow at his bidding.” 

For the Reformer. 
THE CLERGY. 
It is not difficult to perceive the ten- 
dency of those enterprises, which pro- 
pose the conversion of pagan nations, 
to what is termed the Christian Reli- 
gion. It will appear that pride, osten- 
tation, and ainbition, axe the real. mo-! 





with heaven in one hand and hell in; 
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tives that give rise to this superabun- 
dance of charity. The anxiety display- 
ed for the salvation of the souls of the 
inhabitants of foreign realms, would be 
better exerted nearer home. In defi- 
ance of all the declamation of the cler- 
gy concerning the destitute condition 
of heathen nations, it is matter of yreat 
doubt whether they are worse than the 
inhabitants of more civilized countries. 

If the people of this country ever 
advance beyond the point of i:mprove- 
ment where they now stand, it will not 
be the result of any friendly feclings on 
the part of the clergy. We might per- 
haps be inclined to give some little 
credence to their representations, if 
those who “compass sea and land te 
make proselytes,’’ were more anxious 
to reform their own errors, before they 
undertook to correct the faults of others. 
It is not the good of the human race 
that produces clerical zeal, but a dis- 
position to translate money from the 
people into the purse of the minister. 
This is the true and only cause of the 
mighty efforts thet have been and are 
still made to extend the power of priest- 
craft. Recent events, personally wit- 
nessed by the writer, have convinced 
him of the truth of these views; among 
them none are more striking than tlie 
following. 

Cn Friday, July 9, 1830, the follow- 
ing notice appeared in “ ‘The Philadel- 
phian,* and subsequently in various 
other papers. It is now introduced to 
the notice of the public, in connexion 
#ith a few circumstances to which it 
guve rise, as among the crafly schemes 
invented to promote the ambitious views 
ofa hireling clergy. The remarks now 
made are designed to awaken attention 
to the dangerous influence of an aspt- 
ring priesthood. 


From the Philadelphian of July 9th. 
Missionary Meeting and Wedding. 
A missionary meeting will be held 
by the leave of Providence, on next 
Monday evening, at 7 o'clock, in the 
Third Presbyterian Church in this 
city, for the purpose ef celebrating the 











‘ 
‘ 
f 

‘ 

' 
, 

‘ 

+ 4 

, _ 

ii 
' > 

i Ppat 

he. hex 

ie 
mh, 4 

“Wy 7 - 

> 2 ‘ 

“a oe 

: g 
ai i; 
Ws) 
, 

mw . 
> 1 5 
; : q 

, : 

: o 

! 
fé 
BS 
‘ 
’ © 
' 4 
8 + 
% . 
} us 

. ng ! 
' » 
if 3 

‘ 

7 
Shae 4 
Wha : & 
atc ; 0 
af i? 

LtY, j 
“Ht 
‘ 
> - 
“ aay 
4 
ited. He 


i ' 
; } \ 
vu ‘ 
7 ae 1 
at 
4“ iy 
4 Ba 
: 1 
. é 
; 4 
| ( 
* ) 


§ 





42 





THE REFORMER. 








marriage of the Rev. William Ramsay, 
and commending him and the person 
who is then to become his bride, to the 
grace of God, for success in their in- 
tended missionary labours in Bombay. 
We are aware that many benevolent 
females in the different Presbyterian 
churches in Philadelphia have been 
preparing necessary articles for the 
outfit of these missionaries——but still 
their passage to [ndia must amount to 
5 or 600 dollars, and the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions are continually in want of 
funds to meet their numerous charita- 
ble engagements; (<> it is proposed, 
therefore, that each person who feels 
able and willing, should bring a mar- 
riage fee to the church for the benefit 
ef the missionaries to be married; and 
should put the same into the hands of 
his or her pastor who may be present. 
The pastors of the churches, and es- 
pecially of the presbytery of Philadel- 
phia, to which Mr. Ramsay belongs, 
are invited to be present at this wed- 
ding and farewell missionary meeting, 
without more particular invitation.* 


EZRA STILES ELY. 


On the appointed evening, the wri- 
fer in company with several other per- 
sons, went to the church under the 
charge of the Reverend Dr. Ely, which 
even at an early hour, was filled with 
a large concourse, principally compo- 
sed of females. The services were 
eommenced by Dr. Ely, who after a 
brief history of the marriage institu- 
tion, against which no objection is 
made, concluded the ceremony with 
begging pecuniary assistance. The 
part of this transaction that more es- 
pecially merits condemnation, is the 
prostitution of the most solemn en- 
gagement of human existence, to the 
love of money. Great efforts were 





* A friend of the Editor attended on the 
above occasion. ‘* Dr.” Ely, from the pul- 
pit, urged the congregation to give liber- 
ally. Mr. Ramsay was also prevailed on to 
say something, and by this kind of man- 
— it is supposed a very considera- 

centrébntien was obtained. —bAd, Hef. 



















































made to persuade the Congregation 
of the obligation they lay under to the 
Missionaries, who forsaking the plea- 
sant places of the earth, had a right to 
call for liberal supplies. A more mer. 
cenary and unchristian spectacle per. 
haps was never betore, On any occa- 
sion, exhibited in this city. After the 
newly married iwissionary had address. 
ed the meeting, it was proposed that 
the people should pass out by the dif 
ferent doors, at which men were sta- 
tioned to receive what the weak and 
credulous should give. To make the 
prospect of success more secure, the 
position was assumed, that every man 
should be a missionary, and if it were 
inconvenient, or he preferred remain- 
ing at home, it was an indispensable 
duty, bountifully to endow those whe 
devoted themselves to the cause. 
Large expectations were doubtless 
entertained by those who most conspi- 
cuously appeared in the exercises of 
the evening. The novelty of the scene 
presented attractions sufficient for 
those who are ever eager in the pur- 
snit of novelty, without considering the 
evils it may produce. There are per- 
haps few better methods of raising 
money, than exhibitions similar in cha- 
racter to that now referred to. In our 
estimation the whole tenor of the pro- 
ceedings, presented an aspect like any 
thing else than that devotion of the 
heart, which is alone acceptable in the 
sight of the deity. E. He 
THE METHODISTS AND PRES- 
BYTERIANS. 

Such was the show of charity and 
liberality among the Presbyterians and 
Congregationalists in the commence- 
ment of what are termed their charita- 
ble and benevolent undertakings, that 
the Methodists joined in many of their 
associations,—aided them with their 
contributions, and used their influence 
in promoting them. They afterwards 
discovered that this pretended liberal- 
ity on their part, was used only to pro- 
mote their own interest and their own 








purpeses; and aecerdingly the Methe- 
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dists withdrew and established Bible. 
Tract, Sunday School, and Missionary 
Societies of “their own, and stopped 
giving money to the great * National 
Societies’’—now mostly managed by 
the Presbyterians. This gave creat of. 
fence to the Presbyterians, and one of 
their papers at New York, called the 
Evangelist, has recently come out in 
severe language against them on ac- 
eount of their secession, heading the 

















The Editors of the Christian Advocate 
and Journal, the principal paper be- 
longing to the Methodist connexion in 
this country, have replied to this arti- 
ele with much force and plainness.— 
The following is an extract from their 
reply: 

In truth we think we have gained much 
every way. We have learned that at least | 
some of those who have long sounded up- 
on the word union, and harped upon the 
sweet words brotherly love, with a view to 
amalgamate all denominations of Christians 


article, “* What do they gain by it?” || 


mutations to which mankind are liable, 
and the necessity of guarding, as much as 
possible, against their deleterious conse- 
quences. And if this lesson should teach 
us more sensibly than ever the futility of 
‘putting our trust in an arm of flesh,” 
and the necessity of more humbly and 
confidently relying upon *‘ the God of our 
strength,” we shall have gained much for 
which we ought to be thankful. 


_ It is to be hoped the Methodists have 
‘now so far got their eyes open that they 
‘will not again so zealously, as at the 
last session of Congress, engage with 
ithe Presbyterians in endeavoring te 
shave the Mail stopped on Sunday.— 
|The Methodists have teken a much 
more active part in assisting the Pres- 
_byterians, in this matter, than the Bap- 
‘tists; but some of the leading mer 


‘in some other. places, are lending all 


their influence and exertions to ald the 


Presbyterians in carrying on their Sun- 
day School Union operations. [t is but, 





m one general mass, as soon as they find 
themselves defeated in their designs, can | 
exhibit all the bitterness of sectarian big-| 
etry, and all the rancour of disappointed | 
ambition, towards those who presume to 
act for themselves. Hence we have gain- 
ed a knowledge of the melancholy faet, 
that however many Bibles and Testaments 
we may distribute among the poor and 
needy, however many Tracts we may cir- 
eulate, or Sunday Schools we may estab- 
Kish, it will not shield us from censure, so 
bong as we refuse to ‘plough with their 
beifer, or to “ grind at their mill.” That 
while there was a hope indulged that we 
as a people might be brought into the 
great National Societies, with all our he- 























tempt of Scripture  estimony,” we might 
be hailed as most welcome auxiliaries; but 
that no sooner do we begin to act for our- 
selves, than we are followed with the most 
neckless opposition round the continent 
by most of the religious periodicals in the 
Calvinistic and Hopkinsian interest. And 
though this be the Anowledge of evil rather 
than good, since it must needs exist, we 
think we are gainers by coming to the 
knowledge of it, notwithstanding it can) 
add nothing to our pleasure; for if we 


terodoxy, “cunning artifices,” and ‘*con- | 


held in this city by many of the Bap- 


cipal object of which appears to have 
been to induce the Baptists generally 
to aid the measures of the American 
Sunday School Union, and to contri- 
bute to its funds. A number of reso- 


lutions were presented, all in favor of 
this creat union concern, and the meet- 
ing wound up by procuring subscrip-- 
tions for aiding its operations, to the’ 


amount of 457 dollars. The better to 
please the Presbyterians, they intend, 
(to use their own language) if possible,. 
to increase the sui to at least $1000, 
which amount, it was thought reasona- 
ble to hope, might be obtained fron 
the Baptists in this city, to aid in this 
noble undertaking.” Mr. Brantly was 
chairman of this meeting, and perhaps 
the principal instigator of it. If Mr. 
Brantly and some of his associates here, 
are to regulate and govern the Baptists 
elsewhere, they must prepare to aid. by 
their influence and their cash, this 





must have enemies, we like to know who 
they are, and by what means they attempt 






Zuined a more thorough knowledge of the: 
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to injure us. By this means also we have | 





mighty engine for promoting the cause 
‘of Presbyterianism, or rather * Dr.” 





| Ely’s * Christian party in politics.””—-- 


among the Baptists, in this city, and 


a few weeks since, {hat a meeting was: 


tists, headed by Mr. Brantly, the prin-- 
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For ourselves we cannot see why Mr. 
Brantly, and some others of the Bap- 
tists who are like minded with him, do 
Rot go over to the Presbyterians alto- 
gether. They would, we conceive, be 
more in their place as respects enjoy- 
ing themse#es, T'o be sure they could 
not so well promote the cause of the 
Presbyterians, nor so readily obtain 
money from the Baptists to aid the 
numerous schemes in which the Pres- 
byterians are now engaged, and which 
have alla bearing to one point, viz. 
to produce a * Christian party in poli- 
&cs,”’ and unite Church and State. 

It would be acting more consistent 
for those preachers and individuals of 
other persuasions who are so zealous 
in promoting the schemes and inter- 
ests of the Presbyterians, to join them 
at once, and appear under their ap- 
propriate banner.- Indeed we appre- 
hend it must be the future prospect, if 
not the express design of such, for the 
most part, ultimately to become Pres- 
byterians; particularly those who are 


Heathen will be damned !! 





preachers. To do tiiis, moreover, there 
are very strong inducements, since it 
would bring them into an association 
with a numerous and learned body of 
ministers, and would be likely to pro- 
duce a great augmentation in their 
salaries; for Methodist and Baptist 
preachers commonly obtain but small! 
compensation for preaching, while 
those of the Presbyterian order gene- 
rally receive large salaries. Such a 
powerful reason as this to embrace 
different religious views, will have its 
weight with some persons, and when 
brought to bear on the minds of those 
who possess but little intevrity of prin- 
ciple, it is no wonder they should wish 
the time might arrive when they could, 
with a good grace, (and without giving 
too great a shock to their old friends) 
change their faith and put on another 
livery, which promises to secure to 
thein greater adVaiitages. 





MONEY WANTED. 


How erafty is the Missionary! He makes 
the contemporaries of the old apostles to 
“say, “wo need ail your wen/tiv”’ Did the 





apostles of Christ, like the apostles of Ca) 

vin, Hopkins & Co. bawl money ! money! 
money!’ and pretend that money was ne. 
cessary to convert and save the Heathen? 
Did Christ tell them to bawl, and beo 
every person they met, in his name, for 
money? If he did, then these men are 
justifiable, and can bring precept and ex. 
ample to authorize their proceedings,— 
But, if Christ never gave such directions, 
these men are mere pretenders, who ob. 
tain ‘“‘money on false tokens, and false 
pretences.” Christ told his disciples, 
‘Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass, in your purses,” &c. (Matt. x. 9.) 
evidently meaning that the progress of 
his gospel was altogether independent of 
these helps. But modern pretended dis 
ciples and apostles are continually bawl. 
jing, money! money! money! Like the 
‘daughters of the horse leech, crying, 
,“* give! give! give!” The Heathen are 
going to Hell—money! money! money! 
_O for the money! Give us money or the 


































| With these men money is the great 
‘concern. They are the most shameless 
beggars the world ever produced. But 
; we venture to predict that their reign of 
‘falsehood, imposition, and shameful beg- 
iging, is drawing toa close. They are an 
excrescence which the good sense of the 
‘honest part of the community will soon 
‘lop off, and gladden the hearts of the wi- 
.dow and the fatherless, with the enor. 
‘mous sums which would otherwise be 
learried off by these religious gorimandi- 
zers.—N. ¥. Telescope. 





Americon Sunday School Union. 
“Dr.” Ely, we are informed, is about 
to make an extensive tour to the South 
and West, to raise money to establish Sun- 
day Schools in the “ Valley of the Missis- 
sippi:” and has procured a substitute te 
supply his pulpit at the rate of 900 dol- 
‘lars per annum, while his own sulary 8 
|said to be 16 or 1800 dollars the year. Mr. 
Skinner, another Presbyterian minister ™ 
this city, we also understand, has gone ou 
a long cruise for the same purpose. 
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